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Moving Forward…Together
By Pastor Chad Trunkhill
In the gospels Matthew (22:34-40), Mark (12:28-34), and Luke (10:25-28) Jesus is approached by a lawyer or scribe and put to the
test asking which is the greatest commandment. Jesus, in His divine wisdom, gives (or confirms) two commandments, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself” (Luke 10:27). However, it is only in Luke that the question and answer is followed up with a second question, “And who is
my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Here Jesus once again gives His answer in His divine wisdom, this time using a parable. The parable of
the Good Samaritan.
We all know thew story. A man traveling along the way is jumped by robbers, beaten, and left for dead. Three people come upon
the man as they are going about their business. Two you would expect to help the man. These are the ‘religious people,’ the
Christians so to speak who follow after the living God. One was a priest and the other of the priestly Levite family. Sadly, neither of
the two help the man lying in his bloody and beaten state. It is not until a Samaritan comes along that the man finds care, comfort,
and love. The one who does not follow God is the one who helps the man at a great cost and sacrifice to his own interests. The one
who was the true neighbor, as one of the greatest commandments of God, was the one who showed compassion.
This is what we are called to do as well. We are to show love and compassion to our neighbor. We are to reach out to those who
are right in front of us in need and help them where they are through the love of Christ. We do not have to agree with them. They
do not have to be like us. We are called to love them in their time of need.
As I am sure you know our mother church, Zion Lutheran of Denison, has suffered a horrible division over the past couple years
which has left the school pulling away to become its own, independent organization. Due to the hurt, pain, and lack of trust in one
another, the church also appears to have split. This is not a win for the Kingdom of God. This is something that breaks my heart.
Could something different been done to avoid this? Probably. Is there sin involved? Definitely! This is not the question at this time.
The real question is how can we be a neighbor to those who are hurting, broken, grieving, and have lost trust in one another and
even the church? This is where we step in by not taking sides but meeting the needs of the people where they are at this time.
Pastor Mahnken of Immanuel, Schleswig is serving the people of Zion Lutheran as their administrative vacancy pastor (assisted by
other retired pastors in preaching). He provides spiritual care and leadership as they deal with their grief and begin to pick up the
pieces. He is there for them in the ways that they need at this time. It is not that he is siding with the people of Zion opposed to
those who left, it is that he is Called by God to love his neighbor where they are in this situation.
There is also a group of people who have broken off from Zion to form a new LCMS church in Denison called Christ Lutheran Church.
I have been asked to serve as their vacancy pastor in this time to make sure they also receive spiritual care and leadership. It is not
that I am supporting this new church over the people of Zion. It is not that I think we need 3 LCMS churches in Denison. It is
because there is a group of people in our community who are hurting, broken, grieving and in pain who needs to know the love of
Jesus and I am Called to show that love as a pastor (as all Christian are supposed to do as well). As President Turner said to me when
asked to serve this vacancy, ‘If not you, then who?” There is no one else truly qualified to serve in this way, at this time, in this
place.
Will this mean sacrifice? Yes. Mostly for me. We are blessed I am still on a reduced teaching schedule that we implemented as I
took over duties for youth ministry. Now that Matthew is more up to speed, he is taking on more and more of these duties that
gives me some time to help walk with them. I have already heard many other questions come about? Why don’t they just come
worship here, our doors our open? This is not a missional attitude. We are called to go to where they are, not what is convenient for
us. They made their bed, let them lie in it. This is not a Christian attitude at all and is actually sinful. What will this do to Our Savior
since Denison cannot support three LCMS churches? The answer is not clear. No one knows the future except for God. He is the
Lord of the church, not us. We are called to simply be faithful to Him and place our trust in Him. What we do know is that we need
to always be and continually improve at being the church and loving our neighbors as ourselves.
All For Him,
Pastor Chad
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Please contact the office directly if you have a new event/meeting in the next 7 days.
Check the church calendar that is posted in the office & on the Narthex bulletin before turning in a church use request.
If it is in the future, please put it on the large calendar posted in the office or contact the office directly.
To make changes, communicate directly to the office.
The monthly calendar is updated weekly with changes and posted on the Narthex bulletin board and in the office.

Thank you!

2

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM MATTHEW…
Hello Friends,
A great opportunity for you and your kids, grandkids, or anybody else to learn more about God and grow
in your faith is through Camp ministry. Camp Okoboji has programs almost all summer that include
parents/grandparents and their families, family camps, camps for all ages of kids, and the opportunity for
college age students to be camp counselors during the summer. They also have JOY camp which is a
camp focused on campers with developmental needs which is a great way to get involved as a volunteer
to be a buddy for a camper with special needs for a couple of days. I will also be helping out during a
couple of the camps this summer: Cub Week #1 (June 12th-15th) and Cub Week #2 (July 17th-23rd).
Camp Luther of Nebraska is also another great camp opportunity. It is located north of Schuyler, NE on
180 acres forested and open hills with its own lake. It is also just a couple miles farther away than Camp
Okoboji in the opposite direction. They offer “regular” summer camps for many age groups, but also
some specialty camps like Survivor camp and The Niobrara River Canoe Trip. They also have camps
throughout the summer similar to JOY camp, in which campers with special needs and developmental
needs spend the week at camp doing camp activities. I was a camp counselor here for a couple years and
a good friend of mine is now the program director.
I would highly recommend checking out either camp as they are both amazing opportunities for adults,
kids, families, and everybody else to be in community with other believers and build their own
relationship with God.
Our Savior Lutheran Church has a scholarship fund for youth/kids that want to go to Camp Okoboji but
might need some help in covering the cost. If you have any questions or just want more information,
contact:
Loren Shultz: Cellphone: 712-269-4071 Email: lshultz@westianet.net
DCE Matthew: Cellphone: 651-280-8677 Email: dcematthew@oursaviordenison.com
There are dates for youth camps in the bulletin and there are Camp Okoboji flyers at church that has the
schedule for the summer as well.
Camp Okoboji Website: https://www.campokoboji.org/
Camp Luther of Nebraska Website: https://www.campluther.org/
If you have any questions about Camp Okoboji or Camp Luther, feel free to contact DCE Matthew:
Cellphone: 651-280-8677 Email: dcematthew@oursaviordenison.com
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Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting
May 10, 2022
Attendees: Rod Bradley, Catherine Lechtenberg, Rachel Greene, Kathy Schneider, Nick Bradley, Katie Gehlsen,
Elaine Gotto, Matthew Boll, Pastor Chad and Lorna Desy
The meeting was called to order by Rod Bradley at 7:00 pm. Elaine Gotto led us in an opening devotion.
Minutes from the April 12th meeting were approved as printed.
Senior Pastor's Report (Pastor Trunkhill)
• 1 Baptism in March
• 1 Transfer in
• Numbers are still up
• May 22, 2022 will be Ainsley’s Graduation
• May 22, 2022 Denison Graduation, will record message for members that are graduating.
• Video Matrix Switcher: This is all installed and ready for the Gathering Space and Narthex. I have also cleaned up
all the wiring and connections. A rack mount system has been installed for the new Matrix Switcher and the wireless
mic receivers. A new piece of equipment (Stream Deck XL) has been installed for the sequence powering up and
powering down of the Sound System and the Video System. We will leave the video system on 24/7 to run the
announcement layer in the narthex/gathering space. Also, ProPresenter will remain running in the background on
the sanctuary computer.
• Next phase will be to run individual SDI (6 GHZ, 75 ohm coax cable) to the individual projectors and TV in the
sanctuary. We can work with what we have if we wish not to do this right now. This will allow us to run different
outputs from computers, video, and ProPresenter to the individual screens. Motion by Nick second by Kathy to
purchase next phase for $735.49. All ayes, motion carried
Motion by Kathy second by Rachel to purchase 2 speaker tiles. All ayes, motion carried
DCE Intern Report — Matt Boll
• Giving envelopes went well.
• Easter breakfast had a good tum out.
• June 6-9th VBS at Zion
• July 31 St-August 4th VBS at Our Savior
• Working on planning trips to Camp Okoboji for Summer camp for the Jr. and Sr. High youth
Motion by Catherine to accept the Reports second by Katie. All ayes, motion carried.
Elders Report (Nick Bradley)
• Giving box should be done soon.
Youth/Education (Emily Thams and Katie Gehlsen)
• No report, refer to Matt's
Missions (Brian & Heather Riessen)
• No report.
Discipleship (Rachel Greene)
• Put together handouts for Mother's Day
• Made more blessing bags so they are ready for our needs
• Got our Pen Pal cards ready and sent for shut ins and nursing home church members
• Discussed and reached consensus on what will do for Father's Day

Continued on the next page…
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Continued from the previous page…

Parish Fellowship/Public Relations (Catherine Lechtenberg)
• Did reception for confirmation
• Working on updating list of people so it is current
Stewardship (Kathy Schneider)
• Board approved endowment request for a total of $8,000.00
Property Report (Alan Suntken)
• The new lawn mower has been delivered.
• Powdered drink machine contacted Canteen and they would furnish a machine at no charge with a one case per
month purchase.
• The entrance mat we will go with is a heavier duty "Water Hogr type mat $400+ Joyce Campbell has contacted me,
and she has a Thrivent card she would like to put towards the purchase of mat. Going to get sample drawings for
color and design.
• Handicap door — two bids from Doors Inc. $7020 and Frazier $5250. Motion by Nick second by Katie to accept
Frazier s bid. All ayes, motion carried.
• The Door on the southside that leads to Preschool and Pastors office needs painted on outside.
• The New roof is leaking in the corner by sound center where the new elevator shaft is. Rod was going to contact
them to look at it and fix it since the roof is only about 30 days old
Treasurers Report (Elaine Gotto)
• Reviewed financials
• Need to update signatures on account, need 4. Motion by Catherine, second by Rachel for Elaine to get 4. All ayes,
motion carried.
Motion by Lorna to accept the Board Reports second by Catherine. All ayes, motion carried.
Old Business
New Business
Leaf [Grass Blower — one we have is shot, looking at a new one for around $400 to $450. Motion to purchase one
by Katie, second by Catherine. All ayes, motion carried.
• Copy Machine — need to be thinking about a new one, need to check if we leased or purchased the one we have
•

Adjourned at 8:30
Closed with The Lord's Prayer
Respectfully Submitted—Lorna Desy

Look carefully then how you walk, not
as unwise but as wise, making the best
use of the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is.
Ephesians 5:15-17
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Our Savior Lutheran Church Women’s Guild Meeting
May 9, 2022
Summer has finally come in full force. Twelve women took the opportunity to share this gift from the Lord by
attending the Ladies Guild.
A refreshing lunch was served by the hostesses, Ida Mae Fake and Shirley Garrett.
The meeting opened by reciting the LWML Pledge.
Pastor Chad’s devotion centered on the book of Psalms-Ch. 138-verses 3-5-giving glory to God.
Example-grass turns green, trees grow leaves, birds sing their songs, etc. and so we are to live our lives by giving
glory to God.
Christian Growth- -Jan Jacobsen gave a reading and a nice poem depicting life’s mirror.
Roll Call--my favorite spring color.
Secretary’s report read by Marlene. After the correction of monies-($80.00) being sent to Camp Okoboji the
minutes were approved.
Communications--No report.
Quilting--moving along nicely.
Eventide--Bingo volunteer sheet was circulated. We will need to assist May 17 in bingo.
Old Business—
We are still collecting canned goods to build our pyramid for Tap.
New Business—
Our request for easier front doors on the church was heard. The property and upkeep group from Our Savior will
take care of this problem.
For our convention on June 16-18, it was suggested our group bring old eyeglasses, new towels, wash clothes and
hand towels.
Our noisy offering will be held Memorial weekend at the Saturday and Sunday Service.
The birthday song was sung to Pastor Chad for his May birthday.
Hostesses for June are Lois Wendel and Jan Norgaard.
Respectfully submitted,
Marlene Giermann, Secretary

THY STRONG WORD
Tune in Monday through Saturday, 6:25 a.m. KDSN (104.9 FM)
3–4-minute devotions sponsored by the local LCMS congregations.
May 30th – June 4th
June 6th – 11th
June 13th – 18th
June 20th – June 25th
June 27th – July 2nd

Rev. Mark Kluzek
TBD
Rev. Merle Mahnken
Rev. Chad Trunkhill
Rev. Richard Merrill

St. John, Kiron/Faith, Deloit
TBD
Immanuel, Schleswig
Our Savior, Denison/Bethlehem, Dow City
Multi-Point, Charter Oak

To financially support these broadcasts, please send donations to Our Savior and earmark for “Thy Strong Word.”
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Ladies Aid
May 10, 2022
The Bethlehem Ladies Aid met on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. Four members were present. The LWML
Pledge was recited. Kathy read a devotion on Quiet Time based on Palms 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” In our busy world, do we make time for prayer?
Are we more apt to be listening or talking? When we take time to be quiet, we are able to listen to, mediate on and
digest His words found in the Bible. Quiet time allows the Holy Spirit to speak to our hearts in a still and quiet voice.
Prayer time also involves praising God for who He is. May our prayer time involve both listening and speaking.
Linda called the meeting to order. Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports were given with no corrections. Linda reported
that the Community Potlucks have been going well with individuals being in charge rather than the churches. A $10
donation was given at the Spring Rally to be used for Camp Okoboji. Bethlehem is the Nominating Committee for
the Vice President and Treasurer positions for the LWML Denison Zone for presentation at the fall meeting. The
District LWML Convention will be held in June. Kathy motioned, seconded by Edith to reimburse Linda $242 for
registration and costs to attend the District Convention. Linda shared the list of grant applications that will be voted
on at the Convention.
We discussed ways to keep in touch with shut-ins and members who have not returned to worship after the pandemic.
We will review the membership list and discuss this further at our next meeting.
We adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Kathy Ransom, Secretary

MAY OFFICIAL ACTS
Baptisms
Sophia Maxine Eck
Born: February 27, 2022
Parents: Dillon & Abigail Eck
Our Savior
Cora James Stephens
Born: April 1, 2022
Parents: Christian Stephens & Emma Beermann
Bethlehem

Baptized: May 8, 2022
Pastor Trunkhill
Baptized: May 8, 2022
Pastor Trunkhill

Confirmation May 1, 2022

Parents

Confirmation Verse

Pastor

Brigid Ceaira Bonner
Jayden Dean Bradley
Anna Elizabeth Galvin
Owen Earl Galvin
Giana Grace Garcia
Emily Ann Gehlsen
Ryan James Hennings

Brad & Shani Bonner
Nick & Cassandra Bradley
David & Kay Galvin
David & Kay Galvin
Mario & Jessica Garcia
Brett & Katie Gehlsen
Eric & Miranda Hennings
Kristi Stutzman
Nathan & Abby Houston
Rick & Jennifer Juhl
Harold & Melissa Kaub
Kory & Brenda Koenig
Jason & Mindy Randeris
Clint & Brianne Schillerberg
Cory & Stephanie Schmadeke
Clay & Amber Schwarte
Adam & Stephanie Wiese

Deuteronomy 31:6
Ephesians 1:3-4
Jeremiah 29:11
Ephesians 5:8
Joshua 1:9
Proverbs 3:5-6
Revelation 2:10

Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill

Isaiah 43:2
Psalm 37:5
Proverbs 3:5-6
Luke 1:37
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
Psalm 62:5-7
Psalm 23:4
Psalm 62:5-6
Matthew 5:44

Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill
Trunkhill

Addison Jo Houston
Quinton Michael Juhl
Mylie Linda Jean Kaub
Josie Lynn Koenig
Ashton Barbara Randeris
Gracie Leigh Schillerberg
Gavin Paul Schmadeke
Annah Elisabeth Schwarte
Lexie Jo Wiese
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"Never worry about anything.
But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while GivinG thanks.”
Philippians 4:6

PRAYERS & PRAISE
P L E A S E

P R A Y

F O R :

Various Health Issues:
Lowell Neumann, Tammy Schurke, Davick Gillmor, Kari DeShepper, Denise Buckholdt, Rick Davis,
Jerry Blackmore, Nancy Love, Brianne Schillerberg, Delores Jessen, Todd Hafner, Mary Ellen Hafner,
Jeanette Wulf, Don Stehr, Pastor Andrew Johnson, Carmen Hamilton, Adam Burns, Linda Best, Jim Christensen.
REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE SHUT INS
Theonne Kolls, Jean Ellis, Ethel Bockelmann, Ruth Blackmore,
Clarion Holdsworth, Paul Clausen, LaVerne Milow, Lyle Hansen,
Harold Kierscht, Andrea Nelson, Jenell Beam, Delores Jessen,
Gene & Marlene Malone.

Prayer Chain Co-Captains
Doris Neumann - 402-350-3022
Shelly Wilson - 712-263-4376

REMEMBER THOSE SERVING AS MILITARY PERSONNEL
Cody & Sara Vogt – Creech Air Force Base, Nevada, son and daughter in law of Mike & Lisa Vogt
Jeff Storlie – Fort Carson, CO, son in law of Scott & Marcy Larson
Tanner Krayneski – United States Marines, Camp Pendleton, Grandson of Byron & Pauline Meeves
Rob Garvey – United States Air Force, San Antonio, TX., son in law of Ron & Catherine Lechtenberg
Keaton Segebart – United States Army, Honolulu, HI, grandson of Mary Segebart
Alex Wingert – United States Navy, California, nephew of Larry Gittins
Daniel Loeschen – Fort Drum, New York, son of Pastor & Deb Loeschen
Payton Malone – United States Air Force, Ramstein, Germany, Grandson of George & Julie Malone
Hanna Alexander – Marine Base, Quantico, Virginia, Granddaughter of Lynn & Clarence Hoffman
Mathew Janssen – United States Navy, San Diego, CA., Grandson of George & Karen Janssen
Justin Groth – United States Army, Germany assigned to NATO, Nephew of Roger & Terri Groth
REMEMBER THOSE WE SUPPORT SERVING AS MISSIONARIES
Jamie & Eddie Bynum
Dr. Stephen Oliver & Family
Rev. James Sharp & Family
Rev. John Bombaro & Family
Mark & Megan Mantey
Rev. Martin Dicke & Family
Rev. Carl & Li Hanson & Family
Rev. Mark & Stefanie Rabe & Family

Rev. Gary & Stephanie Schulte
Rev Vance Becker & Family
Rev. Daniel Vogel
Rev. James Krey

FOR THOSE WHO MOURN
We pray for the family and friends of Ruth Frazier, who was called to her heavenly home on Friday, May 13th, and
was laid to rest on Thursday May 19th. May God grant comfort to the Frazier family, and to all who mourn
Ruth’s passing.

P R A I S E S
Congratulations and God’s Blessings to the following families:
Sophia Maxine Eck, daughter of Dillion & Abigail (Bailey) Eck and sister to Wyatt, Myles & Huxley, was born
February 27, 2022 and baptized May 8, 2022 at Our Savior. Grandparents are Chad & Tina Bailey, Keith & Lori
Eck and DeAnn & LaVern Reetz. Great Grandparents are Beverly Eck, Steve & Maxine Winey, Joyce Demay and
Roger & Shari Bailey.
Cora James Stephens, daughter of Christian Stephens & Emma Beermann was born on April 1, 2022, and baptized
May 8, 2022 at Bethlehem. Grandparents are Jeff & Michelle Stephens, Nate Beermann, & Traci Andersen. Great
Grandparents are Ron & Carol Beermann, Robert & Nancy Beermann, John & Linda Stephens and Mike & Julie
Andersen.
Praise God for new birth! Blakely Grace Schurke, daughter of Shelby & Braden Schurke, was born on May 3, 2022.
Grandparents are Mark & Kelly Hawn. Great Grandparents are Warren & Betty Hawn. Congratulations!
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FATHER’S DAY IS JUNE 19TH

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!!
A Father’s Day Prayer
Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercy, Father of love. Thank You for our
earthly fathers, who gave us life and helped steady us on the path of life. Embrace those who do not know
their earthly fathers and assure them that they are members of our beautiful family of faith. We thank You
for adopting us as Your children For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
From Portals of Prayer, June 2018

A Short June Devotion to Ponder
How would you describe your relationship with God? Are you like two friends walking side by side? Or
would He need to shout to get your attention?
Any relationship takes time and an investment of energy. Spending time with others assures them of their
importance in our lives. If you’ve ever had a friendship that gradually unraveled, chances are it was
because the two of you spent less and less time together until eventually you had little or nothing in
common.
I know that life is filled with pressures and ongoing demands, but I urge you to weigh your choices
carefully. Don’t exchange what’s temporal for what pays eternal dividends. If you do, you’re a fool.
Intimacy with God and holiness come when you make God your priority, when you spend time with Him,
praying and waiting on Him to speak to you. Waiting until, as Scripture says, you hear Him saying, “This
is the way, walk in it” (Isaiah 30:21)
Holy God, I come to You today seeking refuge from the pressures of life. Soften my heart. Make me
sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Speak to me today as I quietly wait on You.
From 365 Appointments with God, Search My Heart, O God

BE SURE TO STAY CONNECTED…
Our Savior’s Website
www.oursaviordenison.com
Facebook
Our Savior Lutheran – Denison, IA
Our Savior Denison-Youth Ministries
Our Savior Prayer Chain
Doris Neumann 263-6164
Shelly Wilson 263-4376
“The Lutheran Hour”
6:30 a.m. Sundays:
KDSN-FM 104.9 Denison 10:30 a.m.
Sundays
KDSN-AM 1530
“Thy Strong Word”
Every Mon-Sat. 6:25 a.m. KDSN-FM 104.9
Iowa District West
www.idwlcms.org
Camp Okoboji
www.campokoboji.org
Mission Central
www.missioncentral.us

Lutheran Family Services
www.lfsiowa.org
Crossroads of Crawford County
www.crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.com
3707 Timberline Dr. Denison
712-263-9950
Director@Crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.org
FCC (Family Crisis Center)
712-449-7196
michellej@familycrisiscenters.org
Additional on-line resources:
Lutheran Hour Ministries:www.lhm.org
Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod:www.lcms.org
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League:www.lwml.org
Men’s Network:www.lhmmen.com
Online Bible:www.biblegateway.com
Concordia Publishing
House:www.CPH.org

CHURCH
MAILBOXES
Don’t forget to check
your church mailbox.
Located in the gathering
area

CHURCH
RECORDS
Please help us keep
accurate Church
records. If you have
any updates or
corrections, including
birthday, baptism,
confirmation,
marriage, children or
change of address,
phone # or email,
please communicate
to the office.
Thank
You!
Send an email to
office@oursaviordenison.com

or call 712-263-3282.
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A Message from Parish Ministry…
I’ve always believed, as Christians, we should support and care for one another. Recently, we had a funeral,
and I asked a dear lady if she would make some phone calls asking for desserts to serve at the luncheon.
Her response was perfect. She said, “I am unable to work in the kitchen and do not bake anymore, but I can
certainly make phone calls. Use me in any way I am able to help.” Over the years, I’ve witnessed many
humble, giving Christians who willingly give whatever gifts they have.
Parish Ministry involves everyone in our congregation. All members are placed on a work committee. In
most cases, we are asking for desserts or salads and servers who will help at funeral luncheons. It alleviates
some of the cost for grieving families and allows us to show our compassion and concern for those in
mourning. It’s such a small thing, really, but it means so much. After all, no one escapes grief.
For those work committee leaders who try to contact you, please return their calls. It is disheartening to be
ignored. We realize not everyone can help every time. By sharing the work, no one person needs to be
overloaded. If you are unable to help when asked, let the caller know that, or offer to pay for a storebought item. Any and all assistance is appreciated.
We are a church family and should support one another as a family. There are so many simple ways to
uplift one another. Pray for those on the prayer list, plus any others you know who need encouragement or
healing. Stop and speak to someone standing alone. Give an encouraging word to others. Hug someone
and tell them how good it is to see them. Offer a ride to church for someone who can’t drive. The
opportunities are endless.
We’re all so busy and focused on our own tasks and challenges.
Let’s take a few minutes each day to offer kindness
and count our blessings for all the gifts God provides.
It’s surprising how enriching such small things can be!

GOD’S WISDOM
Excerpt from: https://www.gotquestions.org/wisdom-of-God.html

There is a difference between “earthly wisdom” and the “wisdom
that comes from above” (James 3:14–18). To tap into God’s
wisdom, we must, first of all, desire it and ask God for it. “If any of
you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you” (James 1:5). The
next verse specifies that we must “ask in faith, nothing wavering”
(verse 6).
We acknowledge that true wisdom comes from God and that Jesus
Christ is the embodiment of that wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:30). To
trust in Christ and yield to His Holy Spirit is to walk in wisdom; as
Christians, “we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16).
In summary, to tap into God’s wisdom, we must diligently study
God’s Word (2 Timothy 2:15), meditate on the Word, pray for
wisdom, seek it with all our hearts, and walk in the Spirit.
God desires to give His wisdom to His children.
Are we willing to be led by that wisdom?
The Book of Proverbs is a great place to start.
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ZION LUTHERAN, DENISON
SHIPWRECKED – RESCUED BY JESUS
June 6th – 9th, 9:00-11:30 AM
Preschool-5th Grade
Skip the lines and preregister at: ZionDenisonVBS.com
Registration begins at 8:30 Monday, June 6th.

BETHLEHEM, DOW CITY
July 25th – July 28th

OUR SAVIOR Lutheran, Denison
MONUMENTAL – CELEBRATING GOD’S GREATNESS
July 31st – August 4th, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Watch for additional details in weekly bulletins.

Iowa District West 2022 Youth Gatherings
NATIONAL
YOUTH GATHERING

Be sure to consider Camp as a
part of your summer plans.
Refer to Matthew’s message
on page 3.
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RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE…

SCHOOL OF COMFORT
A devotion from Portals of Prayer
“Where is God Now?”
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-10 & Psalm 77:1-15

The school of hard knocks is a rough
education—like learning boxing by being
knocked senseless or swimming by nearly
drowning. Accident, illness, loss, and death
certainly belong to this school.
God, however, enrolls believers in a special
“school of comfort”. He humbles us by our
suffering. By giving us His comfort in Word
and Sacrament and His love through the
presence and patience of others, He teaches us
how to give comfort.
Suffering tunes our hearts to recognize the pain
of others. It sharpens our ability to act
appropriately to others’ hurting conditions. By
His Word, Christ’s peace settles upon us, grows
with in us, and gives us confidence to share His
blessing with those in need.
Suffering is not hollow or meaningless for
Christian people. We follow a crucified Savior,
who carried the world’s pain in His body on the
cross. He carries us in our suffering, so our lives
express His redeeming love. As He has
comforted us, so “we share abundantly in
comfort too” (2 Corinthians 1:5).
Where the wound is and the hurting,
Pour in oil and cleansing wine.
Let Your cross, its pow’r asserting,
Touch my life with grace divine. Amen
LW 95:4
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FROM IOWA DISTRICT WEST MESSENGER – MAY ISSUE

A complete May Messenger issue can be
found on the Welcome Center.
Lots of great information from District &
around the District. Check it out!

June Happenings in the Area…
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Our Savior Lutheran Church
500 N 24th Street
Denison, Iowa 51442
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10)
11)
12)
13)

Moving Forward Together, By Pastor Chad
June Calendar
A Message From Matthew
Our Savior May Church Council Meeting Minutes
Meeting Minutes continued
OS Women’s Guild Meeting, Thy Strong Word
Bethlehem Ladies Aid May Meeting Minutes, May Official Acts
Prayers & Praise
Happy Father’s Day, Stay Connected
Message from Parish Ministry, A Few Thoughts on God’s Wisdom
Youth Activities
Received in the Office & A Short Devotion
From the June IDW Messenger, June Happenings in the Area
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